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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LUSAKA 0864 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OREP (HUNTER, R/BATES, R) 

SUBJECT: STAFFDEL HUNTER/BATES 

REF: STATE 085173 

1 . EMBASSY RAISED SUBJECT VISIT TO LUSAKA APR 20-21 WITH 
BOTH FONMIN BANDA AND PRESIDENTIAL ADVISOR MARK CHONA IN 
CONNECTION WITH PROPOSED VISIT TO LUSAKE OF SENATOR PERCY 
(STATE 84795). REACTION IDENTICAL IN BOTH CASES, I.E., ZAMBIA 
DELIGHTED TO KNOW SOME OF ITS CLOSEST CD MOST SYMPATHETIC 
AMERICAN FRIENDS WANT TO VISIT LUSAKA BUT TIMING IS NOT RPT 
NOT CONVENIENT FOR RANKING OFFICIALS AND IT UNLIKELY APPOINT- 
MENTS COULD BE SET UP TO ACCOMMODATE VISITORS LC PROPOSED 
DATES. PRES KAUNDA, CHONA, AND BANDA PLUS ASSORTED 

OTHER GOVERNMENT LEADERS AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS ADVISORS WILL 
ALL BE IN MAPUTO FOR ENTIRE WEEK APR 20-26. 

2. BOTH BANDA AND CHONA INQUIRED IF STAFFDEL VISIT TO LUSAKA 
COULD BE POSTPONED UNTIL SECOND WEEK OF MAY WHEN SECRETARY'S 
VISIT AND NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING OF ZAMBIAN RULING PARTY 
WILL BOTH BE OVER. WE SAID WE WOULD COMMUNICATE THIS GRZ 
PREFERENCE TO WASHINGTON WHILE AWAITING FURTHER DETAILS OMR 
PROPOSED VISIT. 
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3. MEANWHILE EMBASSY HAS BOOKED HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 
AS REQUESTED AT INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL FOR NIGHTS APR 20-21. 

4. REQUEST DEPARTMENT ADVISE STAFFDEL THAT LOCAL AIRLINE 
TICKET AGENCIES INFORM US THERE NO LONGER ANY FLIGHTS BETWEEN 
BLANTYRE AND SALISBURY BECAUSE OF CLOSURE ZAMBIQUE 
AIRSPACE TO OVERFLIGHTS TO AND FROM RHODESIA. EMBASSY 
LILONGWE MAY WISH TO CONFIRM THIS INFORMATION. 

WILKOWSKI 
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